ISSN 0373-5680 Rev. Soc. Entomol. Argent. 59 (1-4), 2000 


COMENTARIO SIMPOSIO 


Las sociedades latinoamericanas de entomología y su rol 
en la conservación de la biodiversidad 








Entomological societies preserving biodiversity in latin american 


Simposio del XXI Congreso Internacional de 
Entomología, Foz do Iguazú, Brasil, 20-26 agosto 
de 2000. Participaron del mismo representantes 
de las sociedades colombiana, peruana, chilena, 
brasileñas y argentina de Entomología, además de 
un representante por los entomólogos venezola- 
nos y del Inbio de Costa Rica. Asistieron alrede- 
dor de 70 personas, entre ellas siete miembros 
(presidenta, vicepresidente, secretaria, tesorera y 
3 vocales) de la Comisión Directiva de la SEA. El 
simposio fue coordinado por Guy Hallman, quien 
destacó como conclusión que es necesario que las 
sociedades científicas de la región aconsejen a las 
entidades políticas para que las leyes relacionadas 
con la ciencia, salud, agricultura y ecología se ba- 
sen en buenos criterios científicos. 

A continuación se presenta el resumen de la 
ponencia de la Presidenta de la SEA 


SOCIEDAD ENTOMOLOGICA ARGENTINA 
AND THE PURSUIT OF ENTOMOLOGY 


The Sociedad Entomológica Argentina (SEA) 
was founded in 1925 and since this time has been 
an active society; about one third of its members 
have postgraduate studies, mainly Ph.D.s, which 
enables them to attain sufficient human resources 
to manage advanced research programs. Many 
members of the SEA are from others countries 
such as Australia, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Chile, 
Ecuador, Perú, Uruguay, and Venezuela. Most 
members work in universities and research centers 
of pure and applied entomology, especially in 
agriculture, medical, and veterinary areas. Ento- 
mology is the most developed zoological specia- 
lity in Argentina. The main research centers are: 
La Plata: Facultad de Ciencias Naturales y Museo 
de la Universidad Nacional de La Plata, Instituto 
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de Limnología de La Plata (ILPLA), and Centro de 
Parásitos y Vectores (CEPAVE)-UNLP-CONICET. 
In Buenos Aires there are the Museo Argentino de 
Ciencias Naturales and the Universidad Nacional 
de Buenos Aires. in Tucumán: instituto Superior 
de Entomología (INSUE), Universidad Nacional 
de Tucumán and Fundación Miguel Lillo. These 
are the principal foci for training of researchers, 
where most members are, and contain the three 
most important, in numbers and diversity, ento- 
mological collections in the country. There are al- 
so other institutions of entomological studies, 
with important developments occurring in re- 
cent years. Since 1987, the National Congress of 
Entomology has taken place every three years in 
Tucumán, Córdoba, Mendoza, and Mar del Pla- 
ta, respectively. The next Congress will be in 
Buenos Aires. Argentine entomological activity 
is reflected in these events with such topics as 
biodiversity, biological control, medical and vete- 
rinary entomology, genetics, physiology, ethology, 
and ecology. Since 1925 the SEA has edited, once 
a year, the Revista de la Sociedad Entomológica 
Argentina, the oldest active entomological journal 
in Latin America, and also at the present, twice a 
year, a bulletin with additional information for 
the membership. SEA and its members also con- 
tribute to the development of biodiversity taking 
part in international meetings and publications. 
The SEA has a library located at the Museo de 
La Plata and maintains working relationships 
with a great number of institutions throughout 
the world, exchanging publications and pur- 
suing funding. 


Mercedes LIZARRALDE DE GROSSO 
Presidenta Sociedad 
Entomológica Argentina -SEA 


